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News from PHR
September 29th, 2004
Nurses Convene for a Summit on Influencing Global AIDS Policy-makers

Members of the Association of Nurses in AIDS Care (ANAC) joined PHR staff in Washington, DC, Sept. 11 - 13 for a sumeitiog Bibbal AIDS
policy-makers. AIDS care and AIDS policy are inextricably linked, and while nurses have always been at the frontline, o€hdibSvaiace in
global AIDS policy decisions needs to be strengthened. At the Health Action AIDS Nursing Summit, participants spent iwbedsgsdiscussion of
global AIDS needs and how to meet them, and they devoted a day to briefing members of Congress and their staffs on humane nesedscfor
scaling up treatment for AIDS and strengthening health infrastructure.

Read more about the summit:
http://www.phrusa.org/campaigns/aids/nurses_conference.html

LR
New Report on Rockefeller Drug Laws:
Men and Women Trapped in Cycles of Incarceration, Poverty and Public Health Implications Ignored

A new report on the Rockefeller Drug Laws, released yesterday by Physicians for Human Rights and the Fortune Society, dbicemengsdious
effects of mandatory sentencing laws on the lives of prisoners and their families, and asserts that New York is igddcihgafith pmd poverty
implications of drug sentencing. While most political and media attention aimed at the Drug Laws has focused on long sentbaceest severe
cases (A-1 felonies), such cases do not represent the full extent of the problem. The new report, "Unjust and Countetpsbdustiver the
majority of people incarcerated for drug offenses are convicted for lower level felonies, which results in many spendimdgotiimefiprison
much of their adult lives. “ Under the present laws, relapse during treatment is not treated as a common symptom, but ies fidee daentence
forcing people back into prison with very little hope for a long term remedy,” said PHR President Holly Atkinson. “edlewtdomikeean
investment in drug treatment if it wants to curb drug crimes.”




Read more about the report:
http://www.phrusa.org/publications/rockefellerdruglaws.html

RNNRNRRRRRRRRRRRRRARAI

Human Rights Groups Call for Further Steps on Sudan: UN Resolution Inadequate

On September 24, PHR and other human rights groups urged the UN Security Council to take further immediate steps to addoedsithdn Darfur,
Sudan. In a letter sent to the UN ambassadors for all Security Council countries, the groups said that Resolution 156&emdoiad 18, is
inadequate. The groups called on the Security Council to extend and strengthen the existing mandate of the African Unimn,jtcHamgi a
monitoring force to a protective force with the power to protect civilians.

Read the full letter:

http://www.phrusa.org/research/sudan/coalition_letter09242004.html

RNNRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRARAaN

Health Professionals Urge Debt Cancellation for Poor Countries

More than 150 health professionals from countries around the globe have signed on to a letter asking leaders of thet®-taneztdothe debt of
impoverished countries. These health professionals believe that 100 percent debt cancellation will allow debtor natiobs Hwibégdnhealth
infrastructure that could stem the tide of the AIDS pandemic. Many of the signers are from creditor nations that havenbetm $iggidrt debt
relief. The issue will be discussed this Friday, October 1st, at a meeting of the G-7 in Washington, D.C. The lett masPHitganeal th
Action AIDS Campaign.

See the letter and signatories:

http://www.phrusa.org/campaigns/aids/debtrelief.html

TEEEEEEEREREERER TR

“ Take a Loved One to the Doctor Day” : Not a Solution

The Department of Health and Human Services designated September 21 “ Take a Loved One to the Doctor Day” in an attempt tarageo
minorities to “ take charge of their health.” This initiative is a “ non-solution,” say PHR Executive Director kdonand Relseasth
Fellow Gretchen Borchelt. In an article for the Center for American Progress website, they write that the underlyingthesBagk efiitiative ig
“ that minority individuals are lazy and ignorant about their health, and that the solution is motivation and educabiomdmirflsaration
ignores are “ inequities in the health care system and its own inaction.”

Read the article on the Center for American Progress website:

http://www.americanprogress.org/site/pp.asp?c=biJRI80VF&b=190264

RNNRNRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRaI

Upcoming Events

Speaking Tour: Three Israeli and Palestinian Doctors

Boston, Oct. 4 — 5

In a tour organized by the Jewish American Project, three Israeli and Palestinian doctors will be speaking in the Badtorctakermes in
delivering health care in Israel, Gaza and the West Bank.

For more information see:

http://www.phrusa.org/healthrights/israeli-palestiniantour.html

Lessons Learned from the Balkan Conflicts

A Two-day Conference at Boston College, Oct. 16 - 17

This conference will look at what was learned from the wars in the Balkans and at viable concepts for reconstructiortiarecontibiting
security. While focused on the former Yugoslavia, it will serve as a laboratory for those working in crisis areasofntio&hesr pdyts
specifically Afghanistan and Iraq.

For more information see:

http://www.balkandevelopment.org/lessonslearned




Are you a member of PHR?

Join the growing constituency of health professionals and other concerned citizens committed to promoting health by prat@ctiights. Your
membership enables us to investigate and document human rights abuses, and supports our efforts to advocate for strong htsapokigy. When
health professionals speak out against human rights abuses, policy makers listen. Add your voice in support of human rights.

Membership in PHR is not limited to physicians. All health professionals and others concerned about human rights argammvited to

Join PHR:

https://www.phrusa.org/phrsecure/

RNNRNRRRRRRRRRRRRRARAa
PHR Job Openings

- Director of Research
See: http://ww.phrusa.org/about/whats_new/

Physicians for Human Rights
100 Boylston Street, Suite 702,
Boston, MA 02116 USA

(Tel) 617.695.0041 (Fax) 617.695.0307
phrusa@phrusa.org

To unsubscribe please send an email to ckinyua@phrusa.org with subject line “ Unsubscribe”
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Iraqi Girl, 11, Appeals for Release of UK Hostage
Sat Sep 25, 2004

By Gideon Long
LONDON (Reuters) - An 1l-year-old Iragi girl who lost a leg and 17 members of her family during last year®"s war urgedSkidndapets release
a British hostage they have been holding for nine days under threat of death.

Zeynab Hamid Taresh, who is in Britain to have an artificial leg fitted, said the plight of 62-year-old Kenneth Biitdieyof esaeiiegl
kidnappers seize two of her school friends on the streets of lIraq"s second city Basra.

"l want them to release him so he can return to his family, just like | want my friends to be able to return to thied rtdhidagsters.

Taresh survived a U.S.-British bombing raid in March 2003 which killed her mother, two brothers and another 14 members tefideer fexily.
She was badly injured and had her right leg amputated.

A British journalist working in lIraq, Lee Gordon, brought her to London with the consent of her family and helped orgatieatheShe was
fitted with a prosthetic limb in July and has been undergoing rehabilitation in Britain since then.

Earlier this week, Gordon explained to the girl the plight of Bigley, held hostage in Iraq by militants led by Abawilushb hdvEaadready
beheaded two U.S. hostages.

"When she heard of Ken Bigley"s story she said she wanted to do something to help,"” Gordon told Reuters.

He spoke to Bigley®s brother Paul, who asked if she would be willing to make a televised appeal for his brother®s release.

Taresh agreed and was due to speak to Arabic television station Al Jazeera later Saturday in the hope that the kidnajpeerstedubd,
Gordon said. The girl, who walks with a distinct limp and is still getting used to her new limb, said the hostagdndiiesisehmadieskof

seeing her own friends abducted.

Speaking through a translator, she described how, shortly after she had left hospital in Basra following her amputatiseizeenthadof her
school friends and bundled them into a car. They have not been seen since, Gordon said.

Bigley"s abduction has dominated media coverage in Britain this week, spawning a host of appeals for mercy from his Gavekypetiteand
leaders of the country®s 1.8-million-strong Muslim population.

Paul Bigley has been particularly vocal, pleading for his brother®s life and urging Prime Minister Tony Blair to do more to help
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